
2075Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Sept. 21

gift to each man and woman in this world. 
That’s what I believe. 

This young century will be liberty century. 
We’re going to reform the systems of Gov-
ernment so people will be free to be able 
to realize their dreams, to be able to achieve 
the great hope of this country. We’re going 
to continue to lead the world for freedom 
and peace. 

I want to tell you, I assure you that I’ll 
never forget the day that Rudy and George 
and I were in the ruins of the Twin Towers. 
It was September the 14th, 2001. It’s a day 
that—that day might as well have happened 
yesterday as far as I’m concerned. It is still 
so vivid in my memory, particularly the work-
ers in the hardhats screaming at all of us, 
particularly me, I think, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ 
That’s what they were yelling at the top of 
their lungs. We did our best to console peo-
ple, to hug people, to cry with people, to 
thank people for their work. A guy looked 
me right in the eye, and he said, ‘‘Do not 
let me down.’’ Since that day, I wake up every 
morning trying to figure out how best to pro-
tect our country. I will never relent in de-
fending America, whatever it takes. [Ap-
plause] 

Finally—un momento. Por fin, uno mas te 
dije. When I campaigned in New York and 
around the country, I said, if you gave me 
the honor of serving as the President, I would 
uphold the honor and the dignity of the of-
fice. With your help and thanks to your con-
tributions tonight, I will continue to do so 
for 4 more years. 

God bless. Thanks for coming. On to vic-
tory. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:02 p.m. at the 
Sheraton Hotel of New York. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. George E. Pataki of New York, 
his wife, Elizabeth ‘‘Libby,’’ and their daughter 
Emily; former Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New 
York City, and his wife, Judith; Howard Mills, sen-
atorial candidate in New York; Al Hoffman, fi-
nance chairman, and Mercer Reynolds, Victory 
national finance chairman, Republican National 
Committee; Alexander F. ‘‘Sandy’’ Treadwell, 
chairman, New York Republican State Com-
mittee; Mike Long, chair, Conservative Party of 
New York State; senior Al Qaida associate Abu 
Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi 
of the Iraqi Interim Government; and Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India in New York City 
September 21, 2004

President Bush. I’ve really been looking 
forward to meeting the Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister Singh. Thank you. 
President Bush. He’s the leader of a great 

country and the leader of a friend of the 
United States. 

And I’m proud you’re here, sir. 
Prime Minister Singh. Thank you, Mr. 

President. I’m very, very happy to be in this 
land of opportunity that the United States 
is. And under your distinguished leadership, 
our two countries’ relations have grown in 
diverse ways, but I do believe that the best 
is yet to come. 

President Bush. Yes, sir. [Laughter] 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:08 a.m. at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York City 
September 21, 2004

Mr. Secretary-General, Mr. President, dis-
tinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen: 
Thank you for the honor of addressing this 
General Assembly. The American people re-
spect the idealism that gave life to this orga-
nization. And we respect the men and 
women of the U.N., who stand for peace and 
human rights in every part of the world. Wel-
come to New York City, and welcome to the 
United States of America. 

During the past 3 years, I’ve addressed this 
General Assembly in a time of tragedy for 
my country and in times of decision for all 
of us. Now we gather at a time of tremendous 
opportunity for the U.N. and for all peaceful 
nations. For decades, the circle of liberty and 
security and development has been expand-
ing in our world. This progress has brought 
unity to Europe, self-government to Latin 
America and Asia, and new hope to Africa. 
Now we have the historic chance to widen 
the circle even further, to fight radicalism 
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